
FIVE policemen · were l I 
among . wi•tnesses . of - ah · by lAH McKERRON -
unidentified- flying_ .. ..object . L;----o-~----~-
over D u m f r i e s early 
yesterday'-

And at a ,SpeCial P.{e.55 
conference last night one of 
them said : " I'm still 
sceptical about UFO's but I'm 
tot ally baffled." . 

Residents on 1t. council 
es"tate and work er s a.t 
Dumfries infirmary also 
reported seeing lights in the 
sky which hung just below 
cloud level for about 20 
minutes. 

Sea.rgent Bill McDavid, 
who drove three miles into the 
countryside to get a. clooer 
look. said tlhe UFO was shaped 
like an airship with five or 
sLx white lights look.ing as 
if they were fiom different 
com:pa.rtmen ts. 

Because of the darkness he 
not see an exact outline but 
his impression was of a cigar 
shape. 

He estimated that he drove 
to within a mile of it a.nd it 
was not more than 500 fe.et 
abov-e the ground. It was 
visible for almost an hour. 

" It was certainlY larger 
than an aircraft in the s~·." 
he said. 

Prestwick air control was 
informed-but Sgt McDavid 
said they seemed sceptical at 
first because they had no 
sign of it on radar. 

No aucll tiling as 
U FO.l Rlll»bi.t. say 

ltelievera. 

D~~,=~a~~ 
series about UFOs. But 
I'm infuriated by mem­
bers of my family W'ho 
scoff at the idea of 
aliena from outer space. 

All t.P~L:gglice otncers who 
saw · the UFO said that"· the 
lights were all white-though 
other witnesses said they 
were different colours - ahd 
that while the UFO seemed 
to be hovering it was in fact 
moving very slowly north­
west wards. There was no 
sound. 

The local police station was 
flooded with calls. 

Su~denly 
Police constable James 

Smith, who was sent to 
investigate, said : •· I never 
believed in UFO's up to now. 
There was just no ex;planation 
for t his olu.~ter of lights." 

Graham Brockie, 17. of 
Dunlop Avenue, Lochside. 
Dunfnes. was on his way 
home when he spotted the 
U.F.O. 

He said : " It suddenly 
appeared in the sky. There 
were four or five lights in a 
cluster. they were red, yellow 
... all colours. At one point 
it seemed to be going round 
and round." 

The first reports of the 
mysterious objtct were made 
to police at just a..fter 1 a.m. 

~ere are so nruanY 
stars out there. .some 
MUST be inhabited.­
J. Sellers, Coventry. * Ylll"rt "!.L-aiOIII~-

town just last month -
but how can YOU con­
vince people?-.R. H. ~ 
Lewis, Stevenage' Hert­
tordshf.re. , ~("'e --~ 

0 I SAW a huge, 
stlver-ootoured object 

from my bedroom wl:n­
dow early one momtng. 
I wasn't dreaming, 
either, because other 
People saw itt and rang 
the POllce.-M. Board­
man, Failsworth. Lan­
cashire. . 

D I'M 8U1'e I saw a 
UFO over my home 

s,i)N M fA,._ ;2;1 f Jt 
(~ta ~-\iA.. __ ..M~} 

' 
j>· 

by Mary Bl~h. 22, and her 
.sister Vicky, 19. -

Mary said : " The lights · 
appeared from nowhere .. \ye 
just stood ~?d stared at 1t m 
ama.zemen~. .. _ . 
Durln~ _the past three years 

a n um.oer of sigh tings of 
UFO's ha•e been reported in 
souuh-west ScDtland- particu­
larly around Dumfries and 20 
miles away at Moffat. 

S'tuart Campbell, a well­
known UFO investigator, said 
from his Edinburgh home last 
night: "The description is 
consistent with past sightings 
and I have no doubt these 
people saw a UFO. There is 
no question of hallucination. 

"I am very familiar with 
the description of the oblong 
shape and coloured light 
pattern. These witnesses obvi-

ogb t 

ously saw a UFO. . 
"There have been .-ecurnng 

reports of sightings in the 
area and also around Dundee. 
But no one knows wha,.t the 
object might be." 

A spokesman at Glasgow 
weather centre said last night 
that it was not unknown for 
b;ight light to be reflected in 
the sky, especially if there was 
a low cloud base. 

But he added: "If light from 
the ground is reflected in tre 
sky it is usually just a yel­
lowish gla,re. I have never 
heard of a clust-er of coloured 
light in the way that has been 
described. 

WE SAWJA UF~ 
SAY 5 POI!.ICEMEN 

by IAN McKERRON 

THROUGH the swirling 
clduds and drizzling rain 
the " thing '' suddenly 
appeared-a magnificent 
cluster of coloured lights. 

Late-night revellers ·on 
their way home stared sky­
ward in amazement as it 
hovered just below the low 
cloud base. 

It was large, very large. For 
a full 20 minutes its bright­
ness lit up the sky near the 
town of Dumfries in southern 
Scotland. Then it vanished 
over the hills. 

Reaction . 
But before the mysterious 

flying machine - a 1'classic " 
Unidentified Flying Object, 
according to an expert - dis­
appeared it was witnessed by 
:t;ive policemen despatched to 
the scene after the local 
police station had been 
fiooded by telephone calls. 

And Dumfries police t o o k 
the unusual step last night o:t 
laying on a news conference 
with two of the policemen who 
saw the UFO. 

~er~eant Bill McDavid. 39, 
sa1d his first reaction was that 
it . was shaped like an airship 
w1th five or six white li~hts 
looking as if ' they were from 
different compartments. 

Because of the darkness he 
could not see an exact outline 
but his impression was ot a 
cigar shape. He drove to with­
in a mile of it and it was no 
more than 500 feet above the 
ground. " It was certainly 
larger than an aircraft in the 
sky,'' he said. 

His colleague, P-c James 
Smith, said : " I never 
believed in UFOs up to now. 

Amazed 
" It was raining at the time 

and the cloud base was very 
low. It remained stationary 
for about 20 minutes, then 
vanished over the hill to the 
west." 

The first reports were made 
to police just after 1 a.m. by 
Mary Blyth, 22, and her 
sister Vicky, 19. 

Mary said : " The lights 
appeared from nowhere. We 
just stood and stared at it 
1n amazement." 

A spokesman at Glas~ow 
!Veather Centre said last night 
1t was not unknown for bright 
lights to be reflected in the 
sky, especially if the cloud 
base was low. 

But he added: "If light 
from the ground is reflected 
in the sky it is usually just a 
yellowish glare. I have never 
hea~d of a cluster of coloured 
light in the way that has been 
d_eseribed- I have no explana­
tiC?n as to what these people 
m1ght have seen." 


